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Strikes! Strikes! Strikes! 


Who’s striking now? Oh, the 
truckers in some cities, public 
utility workers in other cities and 
a couple of auto plants in Detroit. 
Is that all? I should say not! 
Some textile manufacturers have 
not only been letting the country’s 
need of warm underwear for the 
little kiddies go hang while they 
clean up on new luxury items 
Where they can dodge ceiling 
prices, but also are accused of 
holding huge stockpiles of essen- 
tial goods in warehouses until 
ceiling prices come off so they can 
make the profit they feel they have 
a right to make. Then the stock 
raisers and packing houses all 
over the country won’t sell or 
process meat unless they can get 
the prices and profits they feel 
they have a right to have. 

The newspapers and the radios 
make a big noise over every 
worker who says he’s going to quit 
until he gets the pay he thinks he 
deserves, but when a big oil com- 
pany does that—and some did 
during the war—or a big chain of 
textile mills, stock yards and 
stock raisers, they are spoken of 
reverently, if at all, as defenders 
of the sacred rights of free enter- 
prise ., . and we think with some 
justification. But the worker is 
also a vital part of free enterprise 
—certainly more vital than a half 
a steer in cold storage or a stack 
of dry goods. 

Workers should not be permit- 
ted to use the strike weapon 
against the public welfare, but 
neither should industrialists. And 
let the farmer who damns _ the 
worker for abstaining from work 
realize that holding back food is 
using exactly the same weapon. 
There will be little progress to- 
ward industrial peace until some 
of the warped perspectives forced 
upon the country by the monopo- 
lies of press and radio are 
straightened out. 


Fertilizer Shortage 
There is a world-wide fertilizer 
shortage which desperately needs 
to be met to keep millions from 
starving. The government, endeav- 
oring to meet this basic emergency, 
wants to build a seven million dol- 


(continued on next page) 


whew VICTORY won over Germany and Japan is not being destroy- 

ed by Russia as we are being led to believe. We are losing the 
victory because we have carried over into the post-war world the 
philosophy of might-makes-right for which we condemned Hitler. 
Beating men down not only fails to change their thinking, but usu- 
ally contaminates our own. The war victory is failing because it was 
not supported by a spiritual victory that would overcome the evil in 
men’s hearts. It is the victory “that overcometh the world” that alone 
can bring peace. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


AR TALK TO LESSEN. Within a few weeks, or perhaps 

a few months, the war talk about Russia will subside. The anti- 
Russian war fever, which was simmering late last spring and which 
broke into the open last summer, has finally reached the hearts and 
minds of the common people of Russia and America. Neither of 
these great people want war. There are many indications of outright 
rebellion among the Russian people and their community leaders (re- 
ports of purges, etc.) against the official Soviet policy of continued 
war preparation and the war psychology of strain and sacrifice. Politi- 
cal and military leaders in Washington are equally aware of warning 
signals from the common people of America that they will not with- 
stand the prospects of another cruel experience of sacrifice and suf- 
fering such as war entails. 

The powerful interests in the western world, of which we have 
often spoken, have been pushing for war, but have now played out 
their strongest propaganda projects. The war hysteria was created, it 
was fanned to a white heat in the headlines and over the air waves, 
but many people who spoke in war-like terms against Russia were 
actually saying “no” to it all in their hearts, even though they repeat- 
ed the glib words after breathy commentators on the air. We believe 
that a very few weeks will see a settling down of sentiment through- 
out the country, as political and military leaders in both hemispheres 
sense that they are not being followed by the masses of the people. 


_ UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA. In connection with this, it 

is increasingly apparent that the American people have been con- 
siderably deceived by what has happened in the past few weeks rela- 
tive to our relations with Russia. The widespread picture of a wave 
of popular revolt arising against Russia gave overwhelming support 
to our get-tough-to-the-point-of-war policy as expressed in the nego- 
tiations of Secretary of State Byrnes. This impression was highlighted 
when Henry Wallace was booted out of the President’s Cabinet. The 
press and radio of America, so greatly controlled by interests which 
are especially anti-Russian, carried out a hysterical campaign to fur- 
ther these impressions,—impressions that embraced the idea that 
American interests are one with those of the British, Dutch and 
French empires and in opposition to Russia. 

However, here is what has really happened: While the American 
people do not want to follow a program of appeasement of Russia, 
they also do not want to pledge their blood in defense of the com- 
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The A. & P. Case 


Between The Lines believes in 
capitalistic free enterprise, but be- 
lieves that it should be something 
for the people, not for the few in 
Wall Street or Board of Trade 
cliques. The danger to free enter- 
prise in America is that it ig be- 
ing strangled at the top by the 
monopolists and undermined at 
the bottom by radical extremists. 
The real problem of saving free 
enterprise is a spiritua] problem 
dealing with the human sing of 
selfishness and greed as they proj- 
ect their ways into business life. 

An example of this is the recent 
A. & P. case. The great A. & P. 
food chain stores have been con- 
victed in Federal courts of mon- 
opolistic practices that restrain 
trade and destroy free enterprise. 
Most of the press reports gave the 
impression that the poor multi- 
millionaires who head the chain 
were being persecuted by the 
government. Although the case 
has been appealed, here is what 
court records show: 

The A. & P. used its great pow- 
er and wealth to undersell inde- 
pendent stores until it had driven 
out competition, then jacked up 
A. & P. prices again. It used its 
great buying power to force un- 
just and unscrupulous dealings on 
producers, it misused profits and 
utilized its wide power to fix prices 
on nationally distributed products. 
It might well be added that in 
destroying independent stores 
throughout the country, which 
could provide a good income to 
local manager-owners, the A. & P., 
by paying low scale wages to its 
own managers, drained off mil- 
lions of dollars from local com- 
munities. Also, it is notoriously 
true that chain stores have never 
allowed their managers to partici- 
pate in community fund raising as 
a local store owner feels he must 
do to maintain a respected place 
in the community life. Only where 
strong pressure has forced re- 
forms have these great monopo- 
listic chains done more than fun- 
nel off the wealth of local com- 
munities and concentrate that 
wealth in the hands of the few 

. . which is the opposite process 
from true free enterprise and 
economic democracy, 

(continued on next page) 





Fertilizer Shortage 
(continued) 

lar fertilizer plant in Mobile, Ala- 
bama, using power and materials 
from the great TVA basin. But the 
lobby forces of the national fer- 
tilizer corporations are fighting the 
government project and are deter- 
mined to see to it that the great 
public resources are not used to 
meet the growing hunger of un- 
counted millions who will never be 
fed if the monopolistic practices 
of the fertilizer combines in Amer- 
ica prevail. 

This is another example of how 
to bring world socialism in a hurry. 


Utilities Lobby 


Washington circles openly admit 
that the power and utility cor- 
porations and their lobby activi- 
ties are again breaking all demo- 
cratic decencies in their efforts to 
block any further development of 
public ownership of power and 
light from the nation’s natura] re- 
sources. Many progressive con- 
gressmen, who are not gagged or 
acting as the hired voices of these 
influential monopolies, are sick of 
the unethical if not illegal utiliza- 
tion of pressure for selfish inter- 
ests that conflict with the public 
good. The issue now centers about 
the use of power from government 
transmission lines that originate 
in public or government dam pro- 
jects such as TVA. The power 
trusts do not want the govern- 
ment to distribute any of the power 
it generates. The government has 
proposed extending these great 
power lines into rural areas for a 
complete transformation of Amer- 
ica’s rural electrical] development. 
The privately owned power monop- 
olies, whose rates are kept jacked 
up so high and retailed in such a 
way that it would take several 
centuries ‘for the electrification of 
America to become complete, are 
concentrating their attack on all 
such government proposals. 

Senator Murray of Montana, 
himself a millionaire but a man in- 
terested in the public good rather 
than private profit, is demanding 
an investigation of these lobbying 
evils that threaten to match the 
corruption and scandal of the na- 
tional electric light association af- 
ter the last war, Newspapers, 
schoo] text books, magazines, every 
possible outlet is being utilized 
by private power monopolies to 
keep the public blind on these 
issues. If you see editorials in your 
local paper or advertisements alcng 
this line, they are paid for by the 
national power lobby and are sent 


out to an editor with a club of 
utility advertising held over his 
head until the stuff is run——unless 


he is a very wealthy publisher and 
an important stockholder in one 
of the power monopolies. The little 
people over America, who own 
little dribbles of stock in these 
companies and think they are part 
of the concern’s investment, should 
plan to take a trip the next time 
the stockholders are supposed to 
have a meeting to see how much 
democratic opportunity they have 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


mercial interests of the British, Dutch and French. Although the pa- 
pers have been screaming about the Russian threat, there has been a 
tremendous stream of sentiment expressed through the mails to con- 
gressmen and officials in Washington that most definitely expressed 
complete revulsion at the idea of our foreign policy being carried to 
the point of war. In fact, this sentiment was so strong, Henry Wal- 
lace dared to take the line he did in his now noted challenge of our 
foreign policy. 

But Henry Wallace, sincere idealist that he is, is not an astute 
politician or strategist. He has a gift for saying good things at the 
wrong time and in the wrong way. When he suggested that we let 
Russia take over eastern Europe and Asia, he did not, at that impor- 
tant point, express the viewpoint of the American people. His enemies 
in financial and industrial circles, who control our press and radio, 
made the most of his misjudgment and beat him down in a hurry. 
But when Wallace said that the American people do not want to be 
drawn into a conflict that would be an out-and-out support of com- 
mercial imperialism, he did express the sentiments of millions, And 
except for Drew Pearson and one or two other commentators, the 
country has never been allowed to know that a loud expression of 
this sentiment did sweep into Washington in defense of Wallace’s 
position, in spite of the unfortunate way his position was taken. 


w= PUSH FAILED. It is now openly admitted in government 

circles that neither Byrnes nor Truman favor, or have ever fa- 
vored, carrying out our foreign policy against Russia to the point ap- 
proaching armed conflict, and they also do not favor using American 
strength to save British, Dutch and French interests. That is why Tru- 
man first approved Wallace’s speech, before he had caught on to the 
other point Wallace was making concerning a free hand for Russia in 
Europe and Asia. It was the press and the radio of America that 
swept the public along in that false impression that our cause and 
British, Dutch and French interests are one. 

Of course there are powerful American oil and other commercial 
forces which are now interwoven with the British, Dutch and French 
empire holdings and which have been putting pressure on the State 
Department to go all the way, if we must, to protect our commercial 
holdings in the Balkans and Near East. 

But the Byrnes and Truman policy bas been to curb Russian im- 
perialistic expansion in every way possible WITHOUT guaranteeing 
the protection of British, Dutch, French and Wall Street imperialism. 
Ir is because of this that BETWEEN THE LINES, among the first to fore- 
cast this high tide of war talk about Russia, has also maintained the 
position—and still does—that such a war is unnecessary, unthinkable 
and contrary to America’s real interests. It is also in view of these 
facts that we continue to forecast that such a war is fortunately still 
very remote. 

Those economic and religious forces that are interested in pro- 
moting a war with Russia will now no doubt change their tactics. 
The big push failed. Their spokesmen in our War Department, in the 
press and over the air, talked too loud and too fast. Slower, deeper, 
more patient methods will now be introduced. 

The crux of the situation is linked, of course, to the atom bomb. 
If the war could come now, while we have such a great edge on Rus- 
sia in scientific warfare, it could be won without too much damage to 
our interests, commercial and otherwise. Hence the big push for war 
—soon—with Russia was staged. Now that the idea has failed, we 
may look for a long-range program of substituting Stalin for Hitler 
and the dangers of communism for the dangers of nazism in the psy- 
chological build up for war. 


TILL FREE. Now that all the dramatic and political possibilities 

have been squeezed out of the nazi war crime trials at Nuremberg, 

when will the great nazi financial and industrial figures, who were the 
real backers of Hitler, be brought to trial? 

That is one of the biggest questions being wrangled over behind 
the scenes. The imperialists have done all in their power to help pro- 
tect these super war criminals. Their very names have been shielded 
from the press by the pressure of large international business inter- 
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The A. & P. Case 
(continued) 


Some day we will see wide- 
spread legal reforms forced upon 
the present monopoly chain store 
systems by which they will be 
transformed into large capitalistic 
cooperative businesses. Under such 
a plan the local managers will 
share in the ownership and prof- 
its as will the other senior work- 
ers,—-not in token but reality, the 
advantages of large scale buying 
will be retained for economy in 
handling and _ distribution, the 
principle of large scale coopera- 
tive buying being used to benefit 
store managers, workers and con- 
sumers instead of pouring all the 
benefits into the hands of the few 
and squeezing the vitality out of 
thousands of young managers and 
workers and thousands of commu- 
nities. 


Labor Chaplain 


The Methodists have set a new 
precedent in church and labor re- 
lations. They have appointed a 
Chaplain to Labor. His task is to 
work in cooperation with labor 
forces to keep the church inform- 
ed on what labor’s aims and in- 
terests are and to keep labor 
aware of the church, The venture- 
some Bishop Oxnam, who is re- 
sponsible for the appointment, is 
being called communist by the 
brethren of the old guard, (or 
should we say “rear guard,’”’) and 
is being praised for his up-to-date 
Christianity by most of the 
younger ministers of Methodism. 


Navy Face Lift 


Without any publicity to reveal 
its plans, the Navy is quietly 
changing the over-all superstruc- 
ture design of our entire line of 
battleships, cruisers and destroy- 
ers. The War Department con- 
tinues its publicity line of telling 
the American people that the 
atomic bomb is just another weap- 
on, but the Navy designers don’t 
dare follow this idea. The last 
bomb at Bikini made them realize 
that the average warship’s super- 
structure is extremely vulnerable 
to nuclear weapons. In a few 
months, therefore, you’ll begin to 
see warships which look like old 
ladies with their faces lifted. 

You may: have read of the in- 
definite postponement of what-was 
to have been the last Bikini under- 
water experiment. Some civilian 
Navy designers are saying that 
they didn’t dare set that one off 
or they would have found the un- 
derwater structure as obsolete as 
the above water design—and you 
can’t do much about underwater 
construction ... “the darn things 
simply have to float or sink!” 

With the advent of the long- 
range rocket, with atomic blast 
warhead, scientists working with 
the Navy are saying privately that 
fleets and warships will be useful 
from now on only as moving bases 
for setting off long-range atomic 
rockets. Land invasions, beach 
heads, land bombardments and all 
the old time fleet functions are a 
thing of the past. 





Utilities Lobby 
(continued) 


to project an idea against the 
blocs of stock owned by a few who 
control policies and dictate them 
to the hired management. 

Senator Aiken, Republican of 
Vermont, charges that millions are 
being spent in the power-trust 
propaganda drive, both in Con- 
gress and throughout the country, 
and that “every penny of it is 
being added to the electric bill of 
the consumers.” 


Reparations 


The western powers, in their 
reparation demands on Germany 
and Italy, have not only been 
quarreling with each other, but 
have also been making exorbitant 
demands that they know can 
never be paid. And in the midst 
of this is the heartening example 
of the Chinese, who have officially 
stated that they do not seek rep- 
arations from Japan beyond Ja- 
pan’s reasonable capacity to pay. 
nor will they pursue a policy of 
economic revenge that will in any 
way injure Japan’s recovery as a 
part of the world’s economic 
structure. 

This official statement was made 
by Dr. Wang, Chinese Foreign 
Minister, at the Paris Peace Con- 
ference where the reparation quar- 
rels have been occurring. Let us 
say no more about the “heathen 
Chinese.” 


Nehru 

On of the best things you can 
do for yourself is to go to the pub- 
lic library and read up on the life 
of Jawaharlal Nehru to become fa- 
miliar with the man’s history and 
character. Perhaps the best book 
to consult for this purpose would 
be his autobiography, “Toward 
Freedom,” a magnificent volume 
of a man’s life and his thoughts. 

In spite of strife and bloodshed 
in the streets, India will soon be- 
come one of the great nations of 
the world. Nehru is the man who 
will lead it into that day of its 
new greatness. A logical successor 
of Gandhi, whose amazing revo- 
lution the world does not yet com- 
prehend, Nehru now emerges at 
the threshold of his historic great- 
ness aS he becomes the new po- 
litical head of India. History will 
be made rapidly as this new great 
leader and his people move rapidly 
toward full freedom. 


Peace Crusade 


World Protestantism has tried 
to hold out its hand to the Roman 
Catholic Church, suggesting that 
the two great world Christian 
bodies unite in a crusade for peace. 
In a gathering of world Protestant 
leaders recently held in London, 
such action was inaugurated as a 
response to the Pope’s numerous 
pleas that the great forces of 
Christianity lift their voices for 
peace. 

The question now is, does the 
Pope include the Protestant 
forces when he speaks of world 
Christianity? If he does, then for 
the first time in the history of 
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‘A thousand changes have come to our world in the past few years,— 
changes of laws, frontiers, rulers and governments. But men seem to avoid 
the one change that will really make a better world. If they would only 
experience a change of heart, the rest of the transitions the modern world 
must make would not be so difficult. Old systems of savage economic 
rivalry, facing the alternative of total destruction or transformation into a 
new society of cooperation, good will and sharing, keep the world fearful 
because men’s hearts will not yield. Selfishness, the lingering poison of 
racialism and resurgent nationalism will never be cured by diplomacy, 
economic theories or political doctrines. Peace, justice and good will can- 
not come into the world except through men’s hearts. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


ests with whom they have been associated and with whom they will 
no doubt be associated again. The American prosecutors have at times 
sought to bring in these German business figures, but each effort along 
that line has been frustrated. 

You may remember that they had old man Krupp in court. He, 
through his guns, has caused more deaths than any man who ever 
lived, but he was soon declared too sick to stand trial and was whisk- 
ed away to his castle in the Prussian forests. Then the question of 
bringing Krupp’s son to trial came up. The younger Krupp had also 
been closely tied to the nazis through the operation of the great 
Krupp plants. Large international business interests saw to it that he 
also was pulled out and sent to some safe palatial hideaway. 

Out of hundreds of important German financial and industrial 
figures associated with the nazis, only one was tried, and that was Dr. 
Hjalmar Schacht, the Berlin banker who acted as the secretary of the 
nazi treasury. Schacht was only slightly tied in with the international 
financial and industrial combines that rule European industry and 
that have deep and loyal ties in American industry and finance, but 
it is significant that the Nuremberg judges freed Schacht—over the 
protests of the Americans—and von Papen, the two nazis with ties 
with the international financial and industrial aristocracy. 


M2FE WAR GUILT TRIALS. However, there is quite a push on 

in Washington to set up new trials for this other group of war 
criminals who are the real big fry of the nazi war schemes. An an- 
nouncement of such trials may even be made public by the time you 
read this, but it is very doubtful if such trials ever come off. Even 
if they were held, they would be a farce unless they tore out by the 
roots the whole network of interlocking industrial and financial mon- 
opolistic control that dominates so much of the world’s great busi- 
ness interests today and that is doing more to destroy true capitalism 
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Peace Crusade 
(continued) 


the Roman Church Protestantism 
would be recognized by the Pope 
as a Christian force. Actually the 
report of this Protestant challenge 
to the Pope was squashed for it 
would only highlight the religious 
strife existing under the surface 
of world affairs. In spite of the 
peace appeals of the Pope, no ut- 
terance has ever been made by 
the present Pope or any other of 
the Catholic hierarchy that im- 
plied any suggestion of actual co- 
operation with Protestantism. 
Rome has always. considered 
Protestantism as a despicable her- 
esy to be uprooted and destroyed. 
Thousands of Protestants have 
been persecuted, imprisoned, ex- 
iled and murdered in past years 
by the pursuance of this policy in 
areas where Protestants are in the 
minority. In spite of this record 
of suffering still fresh in the mind 
of world Protestantism, the im- 
plied challenge of the Pope’s 
words has been accepted by some 
Protestant leaders. Did the Pope 
mean what he said, or were his 
words just a mocking gesture? 


Rotary Attacked 


How would democracy work un- 
der Catholic control? A news item 
from Ottawa, Canada, reported 
by the New York Times, reveals 
that Canadian Bishop Eugene 
Limoges has ordered all Roman 
Catholics in his diocese to resign 
from the Rotary club. So many 
members have obeyed the order 
that it is believed at least one 
club will have to surrender its 
charter. The Bishop charged that 
Rotary was a type of Freemason- 
ry because membership is open to 
all classes and creeds. (Bold face 
type ours—Ed.) 

Other clubs in nearby towns 
have been warned during recent 
months although in terms less 
sharp than those used by Bishop 
Limoges. 


Sharecropper Relief 

The AFL is starting a wide- 
spread program of organization 
and relief for the sharecroppers of 
the South. A first step was taken 
by granting the National Farm 
Labor Union, representing thirty 
thousand sharecroppers in the 
South, a charter of affiliation with 
the AFL. 


Trend Toward Monopoly 

Perhaps there’s nobody who can 
be blamed for it, but it is an im- 
portant trend. The war was big. 
It took big orders to prepare the 
goods. It took big plants to do the 
job. Ags every citizen knows, 
scores of these giant plants built 
by government money are slowly 
being reintegrated into the na- 
tional economic pattern and are 
being drawn into the control of 
the great steel, oil and chemical 
monopolies which already coutrol 
75 per cent of America’s business. 

Their position becomes stronger 
than ever to wipe out any compe- 
tition that springs up. One lead- 
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Trend Toward Monopoly 
(continued) 


ing economist predicts that in 15 
years not more than ten men will 
completely control 90 per cent of 
America’s production. There aren’t 
more than 20 men now who con- 
trol most of our production. They 
are not in Washington. They are 
in Wall Street and Chicago, but 
they control Washington, and con- 
trol public opinion through their 
ownership of radio, newspapers, 
magazines, moving pictures and 
about everything else except the 
Christian pulpit. Sometimes the 
courageous preacher finds that 
some of the third string hirelings 
of these big interests would like 
to control the pulpit! 

If you doubt this, take just one 
state—Texas, as described in the 
forthcoming book “Inside Amer- 
ica,” by John Gunther and con- 
densed in the July Readers’ Di- 
gest. To quote: 

i . despite its fantastically 
great economic power, it (Texas) 
represents a kind of ‘colonial’ 
economy; most of its vast reser- 
voir or production is owned outside 
the state. Texas is probably the 
richest ‘colony’ on earth, India ex- 
cepted; and although its citizens 
will assassinate anybody who says 
so, it has been badly fleeced by 
outsiders in its time. Even Sen- 
ator ‘Pappy’ O’Daniel once ca!led 
it ‘New York’s most valuable for- 
eign possession.’ Only two per 
cent of its textile mills are owned 
at home; about two-thirds of all 
electric power is_ controlled 
through subsidiaries by Electric 
Bond & Share; the biggest firm 
supplying oil-well machinery is a 
subsidiary of U. S. Steel; and the 
greatest single industrial enter- 
prise in the state, Humble Oil, is 
72 per cent owned by Standard of 
New Jersey.” 


Liberty in America 


The Civil Liberties Union re- 
ports that several _ significant 
strides have been made during the 
past year in the advancement of 
democracy and civil liberties in 
the United States. 

The United States Supreme 
Court has outlawed racial dis- 
crimination on interstate buses 
entering the South. This is a stag- 
gering blow to the Jim Crow tra- 
dition and is a highly important 
legal step in furthering racial de- 
mocracy in America. 

By refusing to review the deci- 
sion of lower Federal courts, the 
United States Supreme Court put 
the final seal on the rights of 
Negroes in Georgia to vote in 
Democratic primaries. 

Also, in a sweeping reversal of 
precedent, the United States 
Supreme Court has declared that 
aliens are eligible for citizenship 
even although they are pacifists 
and will not take the oath to bear 
arms in defense of their adopted 
country. This greatly strengthens 
the constitutional rights of con- 
scientious objectors, many of 
whom now are in prison. Perhaps 
some of us forget that this coun- 
try was settled by millions of peo- 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


and free enterprise than all the communists and socialists put togeth- 
er. Such a revolutionary event as exposing these roots is too much to 
hope for at the present time. 

No doubt the Labor government of London would be willing to 
back a trial of German financiers and industrialists, and so would the 
more progressive elements remaining in the administration in Wash- 
ington, but both parties in power here and in London are able to 
maintain themselves in power only by a compromise with large busi- 
ness interests. The Laborites are being permitted to socialize England 
through the franchise the people gave them, but they cannot get the 
necessary cooperation from powerful empire interests unless they main- 
tain a foreign policy that will protect empire investments. And then, 
as we have frequently pointed out in the past, the whole English eco- 
nomic system is tied to empire commerce and colonial exploitation 
and such a system cannot be transformed overnight. Any sudden or 
radical change would bring disaster to millions of English workers 
and their families. 

In the United States, the party in power is increasingly dependent 
on the support of the more conservative and monopolistic financial 
and industrial interests. Hence there is little likelihood that any rev- 
olutionary change, such as a real trial of real nazi financial and in- 
dustrial criminals would involve, will come out of the war. 


Df emanhius STALKS AMERICA. In spite of the prominence given 

to news of legal bans against the Ku Klux Klan, the Klan is be- 
coming increasingly active in many states. In Mississippi, Georgia, 
Tennessee and elsewhere in the South, fiery crosses are seen burning 
on hillsides near Negro communities, especially in those areas where 
efforts are being made by labor union delegations to enroll Negro tex- 
tile or tobacco workers. 

A fiery cross was lighted near a Negro college. Night riders have 
appeared in several communities where spokesmen favoring the rights 
of Negro voters have been heard. Klan literature, secretly but widely 
distributed, states that there will be plenty of violence all over the 
South if the Negro tries to vote. 

The renewed Klan activity is accompanied by the spread of white 
terrorism, few reports of which are ever reported in the press. Vio- 
lence against Negroes on the part of white officers is common in 
many communities with seldom a hand lifted in defense of the Negro. 
The white officers are usually subjected only to mild reprimands. The 
only protests in these incidents come from white pulpits where cour- 
ageous pastors publicly rebuke the local officials for their inhuman 
conduct. But because there is a widespread tendency in the press to 
suppress all these occurrences, little is known of them outside the 
immediate community. However, the effect on the nation at large will 
be deep and accumulative. 

A Christian Century correspondent from the South recently gave 
a brief summary of incidents that had been unreported but which had 
come to his attention: 

“A Negro veteran, suspected by a policeman of having had a 
part in a minor disturbance, was marched down the street with a 
pistol in his back; the pistol ‘went off’ and killed the prisoner. The 
policeman was simply ‘suspended’ from the force. Another Negro 
veteran was lynched by three men, one of whom was a police chief. 
The grand jury refused to indict. Still another Negro veteran was 
murdered by two deputy sheriffs on his own farm, with his wife and 
another woman as eyewitnesses. The killers were exempted from pun- 
ishment because they were officers of the law. One officer arrested a 
drunken Negro, followed his son to his parked car, and shot him in 
the eye. The same officer killed two other Negroes, one of them a 
merchant, beat a third and when a bystander protested killed his vic- 
tim. The most horrible of all was the torture murder of a Negro vet- 
eran in a Louisiana swamp. The victim had been accused by a white 
woman of entering her garage, although she had refused to press 
charges.” 

The Christian Century writer concludes, “The chief perpetrators 
in most instances of violence, so far as the records show, have been 
officers of the law, who apparently shoot on the slightest provoca- 
tion, expecting immunity because the victim is colored.” 

How does all this sound beside our war talk against Russia in 
which we accuse Russians of being undemocratic! 


Liberty in America 
(continued) 


ple who fled Europe during past 
generations to escape military con- 
scription. 

Another step forward in civil 
liberty was the United States Su- 
preme Court’s decision that the 
trials of civilians by military 
courts in Hawaii were illegal. The 
military in Hawaii became arro- 
gantly indifferent to the rights of 
citizens during the war and im- 
prisoned many for alleged: mili- 
tary violations without proper 
trials or hearings. A bill is be- 
fore Congress to make the Unit- 
ed States government liable for 
these illegal imprisonments to the 
extent of paying damages of $5,- 
000 per person. In this connection 
the decision of the United States 
Supreme Court establishes the 
fact that officers of the Federal 
government are liable for damage 
suits if they violate the constitu- 
tional rights of citizens. This case 
grew out of the instance in Cali- 
fornia where the FBI agents raid- 
ed private homes without war- 
rants for search or arrest, and 
arrested citizens believed to be 
members of the outlawed ‘“Man- 
kind United” semi-religiougs so- 
ciety. 





STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MAN- 
AGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., RE- 
QUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS 
po AUGUST 24, 1912, AND MARCH 3, 
1933. 

Of Between The Lines, published every two 

weeks at Demarest, New Jersey, for October 

14, 1946. 

State of New Jersey, 

County of Bergen, ss. 


Before me, a notary public in and for the 
State and county aforesaid, personally ap- 
peared Charles A. Wells, who, having been 
duly sworn according to law, deposes and 
says that he is the editor, publisher and 
owner of Between The Lines and that the 
following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the owner- 
ship, management (and if a daily paper, the 
circulation), etc., of the aforesaid publica- 
tion for the date shown in the above caption, 
required by the Act of August 24, 1912, as 
amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, em- 
bodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Reg- 
ulations, printed on the reverse of this form, 
to wit : 

1. That the names and addresses of the 
publisher, editor, managing editor, and busi- 
ness managers are: 

Publisher, Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison 
Ave., New York City 16, N. Y. 

Editor, Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison 
Ave., New York City 16, N. Y. 

Managing Editor, None. 

Business Manager, None. 

2. That the owner is: Charles A. Wells, 
sole owner, 152 Madison Ave., New York 
City 16, N. Y. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortga- 
gees, and other security holders owning or 
holding 1 per cent or more of total amount 
of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: 
None. 

.4. That the two paragraphs next above, 
giving the names of the owners, stockholders, 
and security holders, if any, contain not only 
the list of stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of the com- 
pany but also, in cases where the stock- 
holder or security holder appears upon the 
books of the company as trustee or in any 
other fiduciary relation, the name of the per- 
son or corporation for whom such trustee is 
acting, is given; also that the said two para- 
graphs contain statements embracing afhant’s 
full knowledge and belief as to the circum- 
stances and conditions under which  stock- 
holders and security holders who do not ap- 
pear upon the books of the company as trus- 
tees, hold stock and securities in a capacity 
other than that of a bona fide owner; and 
this afhant has no reason to believe that any 
other person, association, or corporation has 
any interest direct or indirect in the said 
stock, bonds, or other securities than as so 
stated by him. 

Charles A. Wells, 
Editor and Publisher. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me _ this 

25th day of September, 1946. 
Catherine S. Bohrer, 
: Notary Public. 

(My commission expires March 30, 1947). 











